British Golumbia Winery of Year

Quails’ Gate Estate _Mﬁnery, I(alnwna, BC

BY ANDY PERDUE

t must be difficult for Ben Stewart to imagine a wine-

maker without an accent. Thar’s because just about
every one he's hired has come from Down Under.
“To start with, there are not many winemakers in
Canada (who have a formal education),” said the owner of
Quails’ Gate Estate Winery in Kelowna. “One of the
1hlhj_',\ Vi have to-do is look to areas that have successes.”

S0 when Stewart needed a winemaker in the early "90s,
he looked outside the province. It so happened that Jeff
Martin was tounng Canada and met up with Stewart. The
Aussie had 14 years in the business, and they struck a deal.

“Winemakers from Down Under are very independ-
ent, Stewart said. "They don’t perceive any real barriers.”

That was important in the early "90s in British
Columbia, just a few years after grape growers pulled out
maost of their vineyards to replant with European vari-
etics. The Okanagan was an unknown, and most higured
B.C. was too far north to produce qualiry wine.

logether, Stewarr and Martin helped to prove thar the-
ory wrong, And since Marun worked our so well for
Quails’ Gare, when he lefr in "99 w start his own winery,
Stewart hired Peter Draper, another Aussie. Tragically,
Diraper passed away from hearr failure in his firse year. So
Stewart tound Ashley ||uu|:lL'l. another Australian, who
crafted Quails’ Gates” award-winning wines through the
2003 harvest before he recurned home.,
loday, Grant Stanley is the winery's new winemaker.

He's actually a Canadian — but he trained and worked in
the New Zealand wine industry before rerurning o
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Morth America,
Quails' Gate
began in 1989, just
afrer the free-trade
agreement berween
Canada and the
United Stares was
signed and the
vine-pullout pro
Eram wis running,
15 COurse. Stewart's
father, Richard,
purchased the
beautiful properry
on the west side of
Okanagan Lake
more than three
decades prior.,
Here, some of the
province’s carlicst
Eurnpean grape
varieties were
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planted, though
thar was by acci-
dent. In 1961, Chasselas (a Swiss variery) was inadvertent
ly planted. The family tried ro plant Lemberger after rast-
ing wines made by Washingron’s Kiona Vinevards
Winery, but the wrong plants were bought, so the family
sertled on Pinor Noir instead. Thar was serendipitous, as
one of B.C.’s finest Pinot Noirs comes from Quails’ Gare,

The winery started with 4,500 cases its first vintage, and
thar has grown 0 40,000 cases today, 70 percent of which
is from 135 acres of estate '-'Ilh'_'r.mi‘. near Kelowna in the
north and ( 1."-!1}'[“1\ near the ULS, border, The Winery
crafts 23 different bottlings from eight vanieties, including
such unusual grapes as Maréchal Foch, Optima and
Chasselas. Last year, Quails’ Gare won no fewer than 35
regional, national and inernatonal compettion medals,
including six golds for six different wines,

Stewarr wants more than just wines for visitors 1o
enjay, sa he opened the Old Vines Patio restaurant in
1999 and recently hired Judith Knight as chef. “Shes a
real gt‘lﬂ.“ Srewart said :JEIKH'I!_'_h[. who once was actor
Kevin Costner’s privite chekb “She has a real understand-
ing of flavors and has a great style.”

Stewart plans to expand the restaurant to 65 seats and
build an inn on the lake with perhaps 15-20 rooms.

“We're fortunate o have the natural beaury of the lake
and mountains,” Stewart sard. “We're a destination with-
in Canada, and we're really lucky 1o be here,”

Cheaily” Crite Estate Winery 3303 Boucherse Road, Kelowna
B0 250-F62<4451, wurequaitgitte. com
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